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TO THE PUBLIC. 


HE Subject here treated of is confined into 


a narrow compaſs, in order to make it 
an eaſy purchaſe ; therefore it cannot be expec# _ 


ted that the matter is ſo fully diſcuſſed: and 
cleared up, as it might have been in a larger voe 


tion to the unprejudiced reader. bays 


. 


lume; nevertheleſs, I hope it will give ſatisface 


* 


I know very well that it is an eaſy kwiat e. 5 


pretend Faults where there are but few or nahes 
nd a very common thing to cry down books, 


ithout ever going further than the title page, 2 


which is a very di {commendable cuſtom, tho? | 

- aily practiſed by ſome, who pretend to be 
Preat judges. of books; but before a man approve 
Pf a book or condemn. it, he ought to peruſe 
t 3. therefore I expect this juſtice from all, e- 
Pecially from the unprejudiced, that before they 
ondemn this book, they will take che trouble to. 


| peruſe i it thoroughly; neither i 18 it your: spproba- 5 


ion only that I want reader, but your converſionz 


everal places in this book that will ſeem” very 
4 ere unto you; and T put no doubt, but 
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1 
you will reckon of moſt if not all that J have 
Faid concerning my experience nonſenſe ; never- 
theleſs-I ſhall hope good CE of you, 1 
I may be miſtaken. 

Tus treatiſe being but ſmall, will not admit 
"of a large preface, but I ſhall give you an ad- 
vice before you go any further; lay down the 
book, and pray to God to ſend his ſpirit into 
your heart, to let you underſtand what you read; 
for ſome pores and reads the moſt of their life 
time, and never underftands what they have 
read, becauſe the ſpirit is not in them; therefore 
J hope you will take my advice, not only with 
regard to this book, but of all good books you 

Thall read hereafter j firſt pray to God, and m 
Ufe for it, you will ind it turn out to your as 

. vantage. 

I x you happen to reap any benefit by the 
following diſcourſe, aſcribe all the glory to God 
and O remember the poor worm in your pray 
that penned it. I will ſay no more, but lea 
you to Nabe book, and the go6d Lord tak: 
the ſcales of your eyes, that you may underftanc 
what you read, and be benefited by it, which i 
the fervent prayer of your Chriftian,brother, 
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BER EANISM DE TECTED. 


ANY are of opinion that con- 
troverſy about religion is not 
beneficial to mankind, for ſay they, men 
often get into paſſions, &c. in arguing 
about religion; but to theſe men we 
may anſwer, that it is not the ule, but 
the abuſe of any thing that makes it 
for the end 'of conttove 
is either good or bad, according as it 18 
uſed ; good and awful when it is ute 
for the glory of God, and à love of 
truth; eſpecially if it be ufed withdut 
deſire of being eſteemed above What we 
are bad and diner unlawful, when 
it is uſed to ſupport hereſies, cozen and 
deceive, for vain glory, or to be efteem- * 
ed above what is meet and honeſt. But 
to bring all this home to our preſent 
purpoſe, becauſe ſome uſe arguments 
3 or es into a CEP 4 
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Cay : but the truth is, that thoſe people 


trouble to ſearch and find out, whether 


| #(-- 6 
it follow, that therefore the uſe of them 
3s utterly unlawful, I ſuppoſe no fincere 
Chriſtian will ſay ſo. If our forefathers 
had been of that opinion, and had not 
wrote againſt the errors of the church, 
we might have been all papilts to this 


have ſuch an averſion to contro- 
verſy about religion, care not much a- 
bout religion; for they will not take the 


their religion be right or wrong, true or 
falſe: for when they hear a ſermon, if 
it be delivered with any ſort of life and 
i te by the ai all is goſpel 
with them, and the doctrine, of free 
Will goes as well down with them, as the 
doctrine of predeſtination. 1 Hh 


I THINK it is a duty zen Fan upon 
every Chriſtian, - to be fully perſwaded 
15 his own mind, whether the religion 

af Sl be according to the word 

od or not; for I reckon the ſerip- 
* the, touch 22 to try people 
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finds his religion will ſtand the teſt, and 
that he is not ſetting rules for his Maker 


to walk by, but chearfully walks. ac- 


cording to the rules that God hath laid 
down for him to walk by, and feels 


ſomething within, anſwerable to the 


word without, and that the command- 
ments is no longer a burthen to him, but 
that he delights in the law of God after 
the inward man, and feels a love for his 


Saviour, and a love for the brethten ; 
J think I may ſafely ſay to ſuch a one, | 
that he knows the voice of Chriſt ; and {| 


conſequently he will be enabled to try 
the ſpirits, whether they be of God or 


not, as there are many falſe prophets 


gone out into the world. The preſent 


time affords us an inſtance of many falſe 
| Prophets being amongſt us; ſome de- 
nying predeſtination, and the'perſever- 
- ence of the ſaints “; others denying 
the ſacraments, and moſt N 
and impiouſiy hides the venom unger 


the 


„The n — deny this love 5 2 


. 


8 
me name and title of the Holy Spirit +; | 
tome denying that the faints * 11 
times doubts and fears, concerning their 
ſalvation ; and to crown all, ſome deny 
the divinity of the eternal Jeſus, who 
is God over all, bleſſed for ever : and 
what is ſtill more ſhocking, to think 
that this is, done by ſome of the mi- 
niſters of our own church. 5 
a * 
Maxv of my: riliglous ae 
Who were deeply humbled at the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the church, has often told 
me they were afraid that. there was a 
ſtorm a-coming :. Indeed I cannot ſay 
that matters look well at preſent, for 
all manner of wickedneſs is going on, 
and that toa great height, Satan's king- 
dom is advancing, and there are a num 
ber of Judaſes among the true diſciples 
of Jn 3 e nen they 
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ean and leading 8 ſilly ſouls, and 
if it were poſſible, they would even 
deceive the elect themſelves : but glory 
be to God that it is out of their power 
to ruin one ſoul that Jeſus died for, for 
he muſt ſee of the travail of his ſoul 
and be ſatisfied, and none ſhall be able 


to pluck them out of his hands, tor they | 
know his voice, but a ſtranger they will 


not follow, | 
| 4 


IN the meantime, let me adviſe the 


godly to look fharp about them, and be- 
ware of thoſe falſe prophets, be con- 
tinually in the way of duty, remember 


who you belong to, and whoſe ſervants | 


_ you are, be always putting up your 


petitions to the King of Kings, pray- 


ing that his preſence may be with you, 


and that he may enable you to contend 


for the truth once delivered to the ſaints, 
let the conſequence be what it will ; 


ſuppoſe you ſhould gain the ill will of 
worldlings, you muſt not mind that, 


they hate your maſter, therefore they 


eannot love you: remember what Saul 
7 5 - 2 1 
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did although he knew that both him 
and his ſons were to fall in battle, yet 
he did not offer to ſtay back, in caſe 
of creating faint-heartedneſs or confuſi- 
on among the men, but went and head- 
ed his army, and died like a ſoldier; by 
how much more ſo ought you to bo 
zealous for the cauſe of Chriſt, when 
you know that you ſhall overcome your 
enemies at laſt; therefore fear not, for 
they that be with us, are more than 


why: that be againſt us. 


Moch oppoſition nde inet whit 
from worldlings, in different periods 


of my life; for I was always upon the 


look out in company for the godly, in 
order to get acquainted with them, and 
when I found” any I was always glad 
to have a converſation about religion 
with them; but the worldlings would 
ſay, come give over, we don't like con- 


troverſyabout religion, we did not meet 


here to argue uponit, &e. It is ſtrange to 
ſee what an arerſion ſome men have, 
al the things which. belong to their 


everlaſting 


() 

verlaſting peace; poor men they are 
much to be pitied, how their conduct 
agrees with the following paſſages of 
feripture, let the reader determine; 
1 Pet. iii. 15. But ſanctiſy the Lord God 
in your heats ; 1nl be ready always to 
give an pl ping i every man that  ofteth 
you a reaſun of the hope that is in you, 
with meekneſs and fear. 1 Thell. v. 21. 
Prove all things , hold faſt that which 
ig good, Mark viii. 38. Mhoſoc ver there- 
fore ſhall be aſhamed of” me, and of my 
words, in this adulterous and ſinful ge- 
eration, of him alſo ſhall the ſon of man 
be aſhamed when he cometh in the glory 
of bis Father, with the holy angels. I 
have always obſerved this in the whole 
courſe of my life-time, that a perſon 
that was willing to learn, would always. 
liſten with an atcentive ear, when he 
heard people talking about religion in 
order to draw inſtruction. For altho 
the Almighty's people is not all endow- 
ed with talents to argue for him; yet 
they are endowed with-a love to him, 
a Nee to the: truth, and a love to his 
| commandments 


8 
eommandments, and they love to be | 
mſiruced. | 


I now proceed to give the reader 
an account of a cont roverſy I had about 
religion, with a Berean Preacher in 
the town of Dundee, the 7th of June, 
1788.; and how I happened to get ac- 
quainted with him, and came to talk 


about his principles, the reader will ſee 
by the following narrative. 


Wurd I came to Dundee laſt May, 
I was at a loſs for a place to teach in, 
I was recommended by a well-wiſher, 
to apply toMrJoun WHITTET Baker, 
Who was a Berean preacher; the reader 
will pleaſe to take notice, that he was 
not a learned man, but had juſt g ot 
common education, and the moſt of | 
the Berean preachers have no more: 
- accordingly I ſpoke to Mr. Whittet a- 

bout the place, ht he ſet it to me; but 
I had to take the key ſometimes to his 
houſe, it being the ſame, place they 


held their 1 meetings; 4 wes amchen 
| ta 
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to talk with him FER Nügios, being 
fond to know his principles; but I did 

not chuſe to be too forward to aſk him, 
till we ſhould be better acquainted; but 
I found he was a great enemy to the 
church of Scotland, for I told him 1 
was a member of 1 it. 


He uſed often to exclaim againſt the 
clergy; and ſaid they had ſubſtituted a a 
number of words, that they could not 
explain properly; particularly the word 
ſubftance ; for he ſaid, that when that 
word was applied to any thing elſe but 
God, people could underſtand it ; but 
ſays he, when they apply it to God, 
I a0 not underſtand it: the reader will 
pleaſe to take notice, that for as mu 
carping as he made againſt this word 
and ſome others, I never heard him 


ſubſtitute any other in place of them, 


or tell what words he thought would 
be better: but I came to underſtand this 
man's principles better aſterwards: one 
day in particular, being in company 
with two Ore? teachers, we ſent Me 7. 
1 : ; r AE. 


Mr Whittet alt. buſineſs I had 
© with him, and he came to us; they 
both ſpoke in my favour coricerning the 
babies he and Ihad together, but found 
it to no purpoſe, How the Berean uſed 
m after this contrary to our bargain 
and agreement, I don't chuſe to relate, 
but will proceed to what paſſed concern- 
ing religion. One of the gentlemen 
told Mr Whittet to take care What he 

ſaid or did before me; for ſaid he, he 
marks every thing down, and he is de- 
termined to publiſh a book concerning 
his remarks : the gentlemen knew that 
I was going to put out a book indeed, 
but I ſuppoſe it was to get Mr Whittet 
to ſpeak about religion, that he told 
him ſo; for I had told the gentleman 
before, that I wiſhed to know the Be- 


reans principles, for I was entirely i ig- 
norant of them. 


Mr Wlrrzr aſked me if! marked 
down every days tranſaQions, I told 
him that it was according to, what hap- 

* fays he by hath of a mock, will 


— 


( 16 8 1 
you nigh down. uur Arinking beer 


to day; 1 told. him that would not be 
worth while##ut that I had ſeen as 
much as that I would get ſomething to 
mark down before we parted. We then 
began to talk on ſome other topic, ay 


continued ſor ſome time; but at la. a 


diſcourſe did begin about religion, and 
as no perſon in company ſaid come give 
over, we did not meet here to talk about 
religion, the diſcourſe went on. The 
Berean having moſt to ſay himſelf, it 


would be tedicus beſides ſuperfluous to 


relate all the arguments that this man 
and I had, but I ſhall take notice of a 
few of them here, in order to give the 


reader a ſketch of them, which together . 


with the anſwer 1 ſent to the Berean, 
will enable the reader to form ſome idea 
of their doctrine. . 


Arrzn he had gone on 185 ſome - 
time, laſhing away againſt the church 
of Scotland more from malice. than his 
knowledge, I thought it was high time 
10. me to beſtir myſelf; I told him that 

WES 2 it 
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it did not become him or any man to 
ſpeak ſo much againſt the clergy ; for J 


A laid if it had not been for them we would 


have been ill off, for we could not have 
read the ſcriptures, unleſs they had 
tranſlated them into our own language, 
and that we certainly were very much 


obliged to them for that, an argument 


that few takes notice of ; he ſaid that we 
would have had them tranſlated inde- 
pendent of the clergy, c. He ſtill 
continued to laſh away againſt them, 


and ſpoke againſt ſome words that they 


had fubſtituted, c.; and he ſpoke 
ſomething againſt the Confeſſion of 
Faith, the Weſtminſter Divines, c.; 


I told him that there was ſuch a num- 


ber of divines met at Weſtminſter, cha- 


. rity would make a perſon think that a 


number of them belonged to God, and 


_ conſequently they wood do what they 


could for his ſervice; and as they were 
all learned men and knew the original 
languages, they certainly were the beſt 
judges, and knew better what words to 
n chan any Eb man, that 
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aid not know the lan guages; : the ſaid 
perhaps they might 'not be right, as 
there were eight hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal on one fide, and there 
was but one on the other ſide ; (and he 
was right, meaning Elijah:) the reader 

may ſee what ſort of an argument this 
was that he brought againſt me; I told 
him howevergood thatargument might 
be in other caſes, yet it could have no 
weight in the preſent caſe, as theſe 
eight hundred and fifty prophets of 
Baal; were met for the ſervice of the 
Devil, but the Weſtminſter Divines 
met for the ſervice of the true God. 

Many arguments he brought againſt: 
me of the like nature in the courſe'of 
our converſation, and attacked me very 


| 
I 
1 
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which I would not have been at the 
trouble to take notice of, or write any 
thing concerning it, but it is for what 
follows that cauſed me to write Rm | 
him. | 
We then came to talk about the faith 
of an maintained that ſome 
1 "4 had £ 


Gy ' 


uncharitably concerning my experience, 


on: Hm 5 
had the faith of aſſurance, he told me 
that I was not a right bairn of the 

church of Scotland, otherwiſe I would 
not ſay ſo; I told him that the church 
did hold forth that doctrine, but taught 
| alſo, that believers in different periods 
of their life might be in doubts and 
fears concerning their ſalvation, which 
he flatly denied, and ſaid that it was 
impoſſible for any believer ever to doubt 
of his ſalvation; and he maintained that 
the clergy of the church were all wrong 
in that, for they had no ſcripture for 
1 it, &c. I told him I could confirm 
die truth of a believer's being in doubts 


. and fears by my own experience, &c.; 
. he ſaid my experience might be a de- 
-  lufion of Satan; I told him that fin 
often ſhakes the believer's taith, but he 
ſaid if a man's faith wasſhaken for ſin, & 
. was ſtrong when he came to behave well 
| again, that it ſhewed plainly he had no 
i| recourſe to the blood of Chriſt, but to 
his own works, &c.: But to come to 
a concluſton, he ſaid that there never 
was a a believer from the creation of the 


« * | 4 World 


e òͤ éÄtLÄ , , , , 0 CE IS 


6 9 9 
world to the preſent time, that ever 
doubted of his ſalvation, and he defied 
me to prove the contrary from ſcripture; 
for he ſaid it was impoſſible for any 
man to doubt of his ſalvation and be a 
believer at the ſame time, and took the 
two gentlemen witneſs to what he had 
aſſerted : I tald him that I would prove 
from ſcripture that believers had doubt- 
ed of their ſalvation, and ſend it to him 
in writing, ſo we parted. 


HR 1 5 ſomething t to put down 
in my remarks for as great a mock 
as the Berean made of them, (ſee page 
15.) After the Berean had left us, the 
two gentlemen ſaid that he had really 
argued well, and they thought he had 


rather the better of me, &c.; but when 


I ſpoke: to them deliberately and bid 
them take a ſerious thought about the 
Berean doctrine, they could not in con- 
ſcience. but ſay they thought that even 


a very good man * doubt of his 
ſalvation; but one of them was more 


fully convinced that the Berean doc | 
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(, 20 | 
trine was erroneous in a few days after, 


. when he converſed with a miniſter of 


the church of Scotland upon the ſub- 
je, for the miniſter let him know that 
I was right. Next day being ſabbath, 
I went and heard Mr Whittet and ſome 
of his brethren preach, and I found they- 
all held forth the ſame doctrine that Mr 
Whittet maintained the day before; but 
L took particular notice of Mr Whittet 8 
diſcourſe: In the courſe of his preach- 
ing, he ſaid what ſort of people are 
thoſe after they have fallen into ſins 
and temptations begin to doubt and fear, 


Kafter they have behaved for ſometime 
well again they then have confidence in 
God; where is the blood of Chriſt in 


this reſp ect ſaid he, they have no re- 


© courſe to the bloed of Chriſt, but totheir 


own works, &c. I took notice to this 
ſubtle argument of his and have an- 
ſwered it in place fit for it. In a day 


or two after this I began to think with 
myſelf what method I would fall upon 
to anſwer this Berean according as I 


had Fa, but before I did any 
7 | | "OP 
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thing in the matter, I thought it would 
be proper to aſk counſel of the Lord, 
accordingly I beſought the Lord to di- 
rect me, what method would be moſt 
proper and agreeable to his will, to an- 
ſwer this man: for I was fully convinc« 
ed in my own mind, that the doctrine 
Imeant to defend was according to the 


word of God, and that the Berean doc- 


trine Was erroneous, and as the good 
Lord had ſtood by me, and enabled me 
to defend the truth in former times a- 
gainſt its oppoſers, I begged that he 
would, once more countenance me with 
his bleſſed and glorious preſence, which 
had often afforded me more ſolid com- 
fort and joy than all the world could 
have done; and that he might enable 
me to defend the doctrine I maintained, 
particularly as I was to ſend it in write. 
ing to one who was a profeſt enemy a- 
gainſt it; and that he might bleſs the 
undertaking, that it might be a mean 
through his bleſſing of doing good, and 
of preventing poor filly ſouls from being 
harmed by the Berean doctrine. ef 
1 * 


Ci: 221) 
T FOUND a great calmneſs of mind, 
and indeed I was pretty well aſſured 
his preſence would be with me, fo that 
] was enabled to put my truſt in God ſo 
firmly and aſſuredly that he would be 
wh I me, that I ſet to the work moſt 
couragiouſly. 1 had recourſe .to the 
book of books firſt, I mean the bible, 
and I found a number of places in the 
pſalms very much to my purpoſe; but 
1 wiſhed te have more examples than 
of David only; 1 examined Calvin on 
the nature of faith, and 1 found that he 
had taken notice of David in a more 
emphatic manner than E; had done, but 
ſtill I wanted to have more upon this 
point. It {till run in my mind that it 
was more fully ſet down, and the mat- 
ter better diſcuſſed in fome book that 
I had read: 1 pauſed a while and con- 
ſidered, and remembered chat it was 


in Mr Vac Ambroſe's works, Which 


I got and exatnined the ſcrĩptures there 
cited more narrowly, and found the 
matter diſcuſſed to my hand: there 
Were lome places wrong, owing u 
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the error of the preſs I ſuppoſe ; but 


I found out the right places : all this 
being done, I then began to conſider 
what ſteps 1 ſhould take next in or- 
der to make the work more compleat; 


after mature deliberation | thought 


it would not be 1mproper to mark 


down a few hints of my experience, 
in order to ſhew the Berean that I did 


not argue againſt him merely from 
books or from hearſay; for that would 
be like a man born blind, from books. 


being read to him and inſtructions, 


deſcribing the nature of the ſun, al- 
though he himſelf had never ſeen 
that ſun he had been deſeribing, 
thoſe who have been born again will 
underſtand what [ mean more clear- 


' 


Aſter I had ſubjoined a few hints 
of my own experience; I thought it 
would not be improper to have ſome 
other perſons opinion on the ſub- 
ject that I could depend upon; ac- 
3 1 went and called for a 


young, 


— 
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, - young man a ſtudent of divinity that 


I was acquainted with, who was of 
a a ready wit; 1 told bim of the con- 
troverſy ! had with Mr Whittet, and 
begged of him that he would write 
ſomething upon the ſubject for me to 
inert, as I knew he was more able 


to refute the Bereans than 1 was ; he 
conſented and went with me to my 
room, but 1 did not tell him what I 
had done towards it, becauſe I want- 


ed to have his opinion by itſelf, as 


well as to try his genius: without 


giving him any aſſiſtance he began 


and wrote a ſheet of paper extempo- 


rary, without having recourſe to any 


author. 


WuEx! nnen it, | found chat | 
1 had made uſe of ſome of his argu- 
- ments againſt the Bereans when we 
were arguing together, others of 
them I had not, which is very ſtrong 
arguments in defence of the doctrine 
of doubts and fears. A day or two 
after this 1 put the whole n 
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and arranged it bin, to my like + 
ing; but ſure am I that 1 had he pre- 
ſence of God along with me, from the 
firſt to the laſt of this work. I then 
went to the, young man and ſhewed 
him all that 1 had done, and it met 
with his ſanction; after which I ſhew- 
ed it to a number, of my religious ac- 
quaintances, and they all agreed in their 
opinions that it was ſufficient to con- 
vince any unbiaſſed mind ; and they 
ſaid that I ſhould print it, and that 1 
would be very much to blame if I did 
not, as it might be a mean thro? God's 
bleſſing of doing good, as the Bercans 
had done a deal of harm by their doc- 
trine to many poor ſouls ;' and they ad- 
viſed me allo, to write the different pal- 
ſages, of ſcripture at large, that I had 
only cited the number of the chapter 
and verle as it is in Ambroſe, for fear 
that ſome might not take, the trouble 
to look into Mpeg bibles” to examine. 
them, and conſequently that they would 
loſe the meaning and ſubſtance of the 
matter; 3 and hey. told me they 28 
F ſublertd 
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fubſcribe for it in order to defray my 
expences. This was rather againſt m 

Plan, for I did not intend to publiſh 
any detatched piece, but rather intend- 
ed to keep a double of it by me, and 
put it among the reſt of my remarks in 
place fit for it, but finding that I would 
diſoblige a number of my religious ac- 
quaintances if I did not print this ſmall 
treatiſe, I conſented to do it, ſo accord- 


ing to their importunities I have fulfill- 


ed my promiſe, and God of his infinite 


mercy grant, that it may be a mean 


of doing good to many. 


\ 


Ir what falls from my pen under the 


divine bleſſing, ſhould be a mean of 


bringing but one ſoul to the knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jeſus, it would 
ſufficiently recompence me for my las 


hour. In the meantime, let me take 


notice of ſome oppoſition that I met 
with, by ſome who were againſt my 


| publiſhing this ſmall treatiſe : after 1 


had made my copy ready for the pref, 
got the Propoſals wrote, in order to 
| let 
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let the people underſtand what the ſub⸗ | 
ject was ; and it was in the propoſals 


alſo, that I had compiled the ideas of 
Ambroſe and Calvin, together with the 
ſentiments of a youg divine, upon the 
ſubject, with a few hints of my own 
experience, tc. Some ſaid that I might 


have had recourſe to better. authors, 


than, Calvin or Ambroſe ; but to ſuch 


people I ſhall only ſay this, that they , 
bave not read Calvin or Ambroſe, ' o- 


therwiſe they have not underſtood Fist 


they read; others ſaid I ſhould not 
have had e to any divine 5 and 


ſome ſaid that I ſhould not have men- 


tioned any thing concerning my expe- 


rience, &c. the reader will ſee my rea- 


ſon for this laſtelſewhere. But Iknew 


full well, that it would be impoſſible 
for me to pleaſe all; however, I hope 
I ſhall pleaſe ſome, and if 15 I have 
gained my end. * 


* 


Ar firſt 1 Wet den that cls piece 
mould coſt but threepence, but as I en- 
W it W Lhaye made the 

R | 
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price ſixpence ; but I hope that will be 
no obſtacle to thoſe who ſubſcribed for 
it when the propoſals bound tliem to 
pay but three-pence, although] intend 
to make no more miſtakes of this kind 
afterwards. 1 know that I ſhould have 
printed this ſix months ago, but my 
bad ſtate of health, and other obſtacles 
coming in the way, prevented ' me till 
now: fol ſhall ſay no more at preſent, 
but leave the teader to peruſe the fol- 
lowing anſwer which Lent to the Dos 
Teal, # 


A Copy of the Anſwer, which I ſent ts 
Mr "JOHN WHITTET, BAKER, 
in DUNDEE. 3x44 
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HEN-1 end conſider tho 
arguments that you and I had; 


en „en, the Lag of June, laſt, 
| I cannot 
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I cannot but be ſurprized that our ar- 


guments were ſo confuſed, for it was 
ſome time before I could "underſtand 
what your principles were; or what 
point of doctrine you meant to main- 
tain, fc. You know I maintained that 
ſome had the faith of aſſurance; and 


you ſaid that I was not a right bairn of 


the church, or I would not ſay fo, &c. 
I told you that the church of Scotland 
did hold forth that doQtrine; but taught 
alſo, that even thoſe who had the faith 


of allurance might be left at ſome period 
of their life, 2 as to doubt of ther ſal- 


vation; and I told you that I knew the 
truth of this doctrine by my own expe- 
rience, Nc. You told me you did not 
regard my experience, or any man's 


experience, but you would believe the 


ſcriptures ; for you ſaid my experi- 


ence might be a deluſion of Satan, as 
he has different ways of working upon 


people's hearts; and you gave me an 


inſtance of the apoſtle Paul, that vhile 
he vas perſecuting the ſaints he thought 
| ne was 1 a great ſervice nan 
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22 you told me, that Satan might 
delude me allo; I told you to beware 
of what you ſaid, and not to impute 
that to be done by Satan, which was 
done by the ſpirit of God, Sc. For 
before you ſay that a man's experience 
is a deluſion of Satan, you ſhould firſt 
be ſure that it is ſo, and not ſay that. 
perſon's experience is a deluſion of the 
Devil, becauſe his opinion is not the 
1 fame as yours about matters of religion; 
| and I think it will not follow that my 
experience was a deluſion of the Devil, 
for defending a doctrine which the god- 
ly have experienced in all ages. Now, 
you that pretends to have ſuch a great 
veneration for the ſcriptures, whardoyau 
think they treat moſt of? even this, the 
life and experience of the ſaints. And 
. if you are ſo. fooliſh, as think that no 
man has had any experience that is 
| worth the regarding ſince the New Teſ- 
tament was wrote, unleſs he was of 
VpFour opinion, you are in a groſs mil- 
take: for the Lord Jeſus has had wit- 
neltes of different ſectaries in wh 
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that has experienced his love in every 
age; and he will have them till un 
ſhall be no more. 


{ 


AIP is needleſs for me to be 


every thing which you ſaid that day, as 


ou ſeemed rather to be arguing for be- 
s accounted a wiſe man, than for the 
lory of God; therefore, I ſhall paſs 


. thele things, and come to the point in 


hand. You know it came to this at 


laſt, that you maintained that a beliey- 


er never doubted of his ſalvation ; or 
in other words, that after a man was 


once made a real believer, ſuppoſe he 


did fall into great ſins, yet he-would 


never in any period of his life doubt of 


his ſalvation; for you ſaid that no man 
could be a believer, and doubt of his 
ſalvation at the fame time: and you 


| ſaid that] could not prove that any ſaint 


ever had doubted of his ſalvation from 
ſcripture ;, and you took Meſſrs Bain 


and Gaul witneſſes to what you fad: 
I told you that I would ſhew you from 
ſeripture, that believers had — G 
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fo according 4 ES] I have here 
brought together ſuch paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, and ſuch arguments; - as | think 
will ſufſiciently prove, that ſaints have 
doubted of their ſalvation. © But I beg 

your attention for a few moments, to 
| what a young divine ſays upon the 
[ ſubject, now under diſcuſſion, 
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4 few bints wrote by « a young Din, 
upon the Subject. 


HAT almoſt every thing nouns 

to be known is clearly explained 

in > ſeripture, I moſt firmly 5 but 
it is equally true, that the figurative 
 phraſeology and ſeeming inconſiſtencies 
of holy writ, need much explanation. 

So fully convinced of this were the 
primitive Chriſtians, that no man was 
cCionſtituted a preſbyter, till he had gone 
thro' all or moſt of the inferior offices 
of the houſe of God. [See Bingham's 
church BOT: J But men now. days 
82 are ſmitten 
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ſmitten ſo dreadfully with the itch of 


tpeaking in public, that they muſt needs 
become expolitors, though fit only for 
doorkeepers. To this plague of the 
tongue mult be attributed the many 


groſs abſurdities and perverſions of 
ſcripture, which are tor ever founding 


in our ears. One tells us there cannot be 
three perſons in one God, becauſe it im- 


plies a contradiction. Another, that we 


have no connection withoriginal ſin, be- 
cauſe we did not conſent to Adam's be- 
coming our repreſentative. Twould 
be juſt as good ſenſe to ſay, I have na 


connection with the earth, becauſe 1 


did not conſent to be fottmed: of tho 
duſt, * But the horrid abſurdity which 


J at preſent intend to confute is, that! 


true believers are all poſſeſſed of the 
faith of aſſurance z or, in other words, 


that no faint, in no period of his life, 

can have any doubts of his future hap- 
pineſs. To expoſe the nakedneſs of 
this doctrine, I obſerve in the firſt; 


place, that a perfect aſſurance of God's 


| ous is Ay oppoſite to the 


preſent 
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preſent. ſituation of. mankind. This 
life is a ſtate of probation, in which we 
are trained up by degrees for the full 
enjoyment of God ; in the manſions of 
eternal glory. Now, if in this life 
perfection of holineſs is unattainable, 
of conſequence it cannot afford perfect 
happineſs ; and therefore. it refuſes the 
weary paſſenger abſolute . aſſurance, 
which is reſerved for him in heaven. 
When that which is perfect is come, then 
that which is now in part 28 be done 

away, | | ' 


In the ſecond place, I mall PAY 
ſcend on ſuch paſſages of ſcripture as 
clearly evince the truth of this point; 
that believers often doubt of their in- 
tereſt in Chriſt. St Paul ſays of him- 
ſelf, [keep under my body, 224 bring it 
into ſubjection, leſt tba when I have 

preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a 
caſt-atv/añy. If there be not doubts ex- 
preſſed here, and that in the moſt em- 

hatic language, let the modern ftick- - 

ers for abſolute aſſurauce W 


C 


Eo 
Tf he feared leſt, after all, he might be 


a Calt-away, then he had not full aſſur- 
ance j but if he ſpoke this by the bye 
only; and ſtill knew that he could not 


poſſibly be a caſt-away, then he ſpoke 
downright nonſenſe ; for he ſuppoſed 
according to the opinion of my oppo- 


nents, what in the very nature of things 


was impoſſible. How will this agree 


with the opinion we muſt entertain of 


Paul's good ſenſe, as educated at the feet 
of Gamaliel ? But moſt of all, how will 


it accord with the unerring language 


of an inſpired apoſtle? It were to be 
withed that men would think before 
they ſpeak, and not expoſe their folly 
in Taree a glaring manner, 


Mr opponents ay can believers 


doubt of God's ability to ſave? I an- 


ſwer no, for he is omnipotent. None 


can flay his almighty arm from working, 
neither dare any ſay unto him, what doft 
thou ? They aſk again, is it poſſible for 
them to doubt his willingnels to fave ! ? 
1 FRE wy 3 indulge a moments 
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reflection; fd whole of the divine 
economy exhibited 3 in the redemption 
of a loſt world loudly proclaims this 
truth. Chriſt a % ts able to ſave to the 
very utter mol, all wwho come unto God by 
him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
1 2 for them, And to doubt his wil- 
| lingneſs is equally abſurd, for he en- 
\ dured the contradiction of ſinners a- 
| gainft himſelf ; ſubmitted to the wrath 
of God, the rage of devils, and moc- 

kery of men, and ata laſt agonized upon 

the croſs, to put his love for fallen man 
beyond diſpute. All this being grant- 
ed, they roundly conclude that the 
doctrine of doubts and fears is a wick= 

ed invention, of man. However, tho? 
Gackand Chriſt are both able and wil- 
ling 10 fave, and though it be declared 
that be 20h0 believeth ſhall be ſaved, yet 
I ſhall make it appear that true believ- 
ers may, at different Periods of their 

life, have their evidence of future hap- 

F pineſs much impaired. Obſerve, I grant 
j | that the-grougds of doubting are not 
| in God dr . and therefore ml 


370 | 
mu be} in ourſelves.” Hon the nature 


and perfections of Jehovah, the ex 
| ample of the bleffed Jeſus, and the u- 
niform tenor of ſcripture, we. are in- 
formed that the unholy cannot ſee the 


face of God in mercy. Without Holi- 


neſs no man ſhall fee the Lord. Indeed 


it is impoſſible that an unrenewed mind 
could reliſh: the ſpiritual employment, 
and pure fruition of the new Jeruſalem, 
Beſides, it is conſtantly declared i in the 


volume of inſpiration, that genuine 
faith cannot exiſt without good works. 
That is, without a religious contempt; 


of all earthly enjoyments, a love to. 
all the commandments of God, and x 
perfect abhorrence of every ſin. Now 


the Almighty having inſeparably con- 
netted. faith and works together, when 
the Chriſtian falls at any time into the 
commiſſion of evil, he has every rea- 
ſon to call in Iueſtion the reality of his | 


faith, and conſequently his intereſt in 
Chriſt. This is an argument ſo ſtrong, 
that 1 defy the whole univerſe to con- 
ues Us Fraps ten can prove that true 
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faith can exiſt without the fruits of righs 
teouſneſs, which 1s no better than 85 


faith of infernal ſpirits. Paul ſays to 


the Chriſtians, be not high minded, but 


fear. Fear what? That God cannot 


ſave? No! That he will not ſave? No! 
both theſe are unconnected with the 
Apoſtle's meaning. What then does he 
bid them fear? Undoubtedly the com- 


miſſion of evil, and conſequently cau- 


tions them againſt the diminiſhing of 
their comfort and aſſurance; which 
every failure in duty muſt do, being 


repugnant to true faith, which works 


by love, and purifies the heart. But 
ſay my opponents, if the commiſſion of 


ſin diminithes aſſurance, then the prac- 
tice of piety muſt ſtrengthen it, and of 


conſequence every believer 1s his own 
Saviour. I admit the premiſes, but I 


flatly. deny the concluſion. ,' Sin of 
every kind muſt diminiſh the believer's 


comfort, becauſe it reaſonably. makes 


Him call his faith, in queſtion ; and the 


practice of holineſs mult give him aſ- 


ſurance of God! 5 love, Bo it is the 


receſlary 
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neceſſary fruit of faith ; but it cannot 3 


make him his own Saviour, becauſe in- 


finite wrath can never be appeaſed by 


the obedience of a finite creature. 1 
righteouſneſs come by the law, then 


Chriſt is dead in vain. In a word, e- 


very man who perceives not his life 


and converſation ſuch in every point 
as God himſelf has declared will flow 


from true faith, has not only reaſon to 
doubt whether he has any faith, but 
according to our Lord's beautiful lan- 


guage, may even ſet himſelf down an 


unbeliever, let his opinion of his own 


faith be ever ſo great. Matth. XIi. 34, 


35. O generation of wipers, how cas ye, 


being evil \ [peak good things | P for out Us $ * 


the abundance of the. hea rt the mouth 


ſpeaketh. | A good man, out of the good ol 
treaſure of the heart, bringeth fe orth good : 


things: and an 8 man out of the evil. 


treaſure, bringeth forth evil thin g. The 


believer cannot ſaye himſelf b his good 


works, when at the very beſt he'is'0n- 


ly an unprofitable ſervant, but his 1 5 


works convince him that he has not 
D 2 "believed - 


9 | 
believed in vain. I confeſs, ſame poor 
touls may be ſo ſtrongly deluded as to 


think they are poſſeſſed of the faith of 


God's operation, while their conduct 


bears not the ſmalleſt proportion to it; 

but this is a ſpider's web which muſt 
break under thoſe who lean to it, and 
finally tranſmit them to excrlaſting per- 
dition. O what an unſpeakable diſap- 


5 N to ſtep into hell big with the 


opes of heaven 


1. Doübts i are neceſſary in 
order to keep us humble, Extraordi- 
communication of divine goodneſs 


are inſupportable in this imperfect ſtate, 


When Paul in a holy extacy was wrapt 
up to the third heavens, he had almoſt 
forgot that he was an inhabitant ef the 


x which made God ſend him a 


meſſenger of Satan te buffet him, leſt 
ke ſhould be expired above meaſure, 


a. Tuxzy are ARES 0k in order te 
make us long for our departure, and 


wean our afteQions from the things of 


a preſent 
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2 preſent ined: Were we permitted, 


while | in the body, to dwell under the 


perpetual ſunſhine of God's counte- 
nance, we would ſoon forget the nature 
of this world, and inſtead of taking it 
for a ſtate of trial, we ſhould think it 
a paradiſe, Hence the j joys of heaven 
would loſe their reliſh in a great meas 
ſure, and our removal to the Canaan a- 
bove could hardly be deemed by us in 
the leaſt ſuperior to our N ſtate, | 


From all which” it is abundantly 
plain, that doubts and fears are eſtab- 
liſhed in the word of God, and in the 
providence of God highly neceſſary, 
as well as exiſting in the. very nature 


of A 2 Jon. the Divine. 1+; 


LET us now ſee what the 8 


Calvin ſays concerning this matter, he 
gives a number of inſtances of believers 
doubting ; ; but L ſhall confine myſelf to 
What he ſays_concerning_ David only. 
He ſays the ſeripture ſetteth forth 0 


exawple of faith more plain, or more 


3 IR notable 


2 
| an in David, , if a man be 
Hold the whole continual courſe. of his 
life. But yet how he was not always of 
quiet mind, himſelf declareth by in- 
numerable complaints, of which at this 
time it ſhall be ſufficient to chuſe out 
a few. When he repreacheth his own 
ſoul with troubleſome motiens, what 
is it elſe but that. he is angry with his 
own belief ? Pſalm xlii. 5. Why trem- 
bleft thou my ſoul, ſaith he, and why art 
thou diſquicted auithin me 7 truſt in God. 
And truly that ſame diſcouragement 
was a plain token of deſtruction, even 
as if he thought himſelf to be forſaken 
|| ef God. And in another place we read 
{ alarger confeſſion thereof, Pſalm xxxi. 
| 22. where he ſaith, I ſaid? in my over- 
throw, I am caſt from the fight of thy 
eyes, Alſo in another place he diſput- 
| cth with himſelf in careful and 2 A 
j able perplexity, -yea and quarrelleth 
| 
| 


of the very nature of God, ſaying, 
Pſalm Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9. Hath Cod. For- 
if gotten to have mercy ? will be aft of 
bk Jerever? and yet harder is that which 
L 
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followeth : . „ * ſaid, te die ts 
mine: Charges are of the right band of 
the higbe. Fer as in deſpair he con- 
de himſelf to deſtruction, and 
not only confeſſeth himſelf to be toſſed 
with doubting, but as if he were van- 
quiſhed in battle, he leaveth nothing 
to himſelf, becauſe God hath forſaken 
him, and hath turned to deftroy him, 
the ſame hand that was wont to be his 


| helper. Wherefore not without cauſe 


he exhorteth his /oul to return to her 
quietneſs, Pſalm cxvi. 7. becauſe he had 
found by experience, that he was toſſed 
among troubleſome waves, &c. [Caly. 
Inſt. book iti. chap. 2.] | 


I HAYE likewiſe 1 the x” Th 


ef Mr Iſaac Ambroſe. And here let 
me tell you that I found the whole. 


matter diſcuſſed to my hand; ſo that I 
have nothing to do but to copy it. As 
Mr Ambroſe was one of the member: 


of a Chriſtian ſociety, where this ſame | 
queſtion was propounded ; whether a 


rue bclicycr © Way net ſometimes apr 1 
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and what are the ſeveral cauſes of 
doubting ? It was anſwered, that with- 
out controverſy, and as the following 
texts will evidence, a true believer may 


doubt of his ſalvation; 3 wy the caules 
are theſe : n 


1. Tur profperity of the b 


Pſalm xxxviii. 17. For. I am ready 


* to halt, and my ſorrow is continu- 


ally before me; and Ixxiii. 2, 4, 
* 4, 5, 12. But as for.-me my feet 
* were almoſt gone; my ſteps had well 
* nigh ſlipt. For I was envious at the 
4 fooliſh, gas: 1 ſaw the proſperity of 
7 wicked: For chere are no bands 
in their death; but their ſtrength is 
firm. They are not in trouble as o- 
ther men; neither are they plagued 
like other men. Behold, theſe are the 
* ungodly who proſper in the world, 
they increaſe in riches. Verily, [ have 
* cleanſed my heart in vain, and waſhed 


my hands in innocence.” *(2.) His 


own want of neceſſary proviſions for 


ah Tony" Numb. xx. 85 4, 5. "he 


nnn 


8.0 
* the people Fs, With Moſes, and 


ſpake, ſaying, - would God that we 


had died when our (brethren died 
© before the Lord. And why have ye 


brought up the' congregation! of the 


Lord into this wilderneſs, that we and 
* our cattle ſhould die there? And 
* wherefore have ye made us to come 
out of Egypt, to bring us into this 
* evil place? It is no place of ſeed, 
© or of . or of vines, or of pome- 
* granates, neither is there any water to 


drink. (3. ) Suſpenſion of divine favour, 


Job. xiii. 24. Wherefore hideſt thou 


* thy face, and holdeſt me for thine e- 


enemy? Pſalm Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9. Will 
© the Lord caſt of for ever? and will he 
be favourable no more? Is his mercy 

clean gone for ever? Doth his promiſe 


fail for evermore? Hath God forgot- 
* ten to he gracious? hath he in anger 
« ſhut up his tender mercies? ſelah. 
(4) Imminent dangers and fears, Ex. 
xiv. 10, 11, 12. And when Pharach 


* drew nigh, the children of Iſrael lift up 


bf "ow eren and —_ the Egyptians! 


6 * marched 
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© marched after fark and they were 
© fore afraid: and the children of Iſ- 
* rael cried out unto the Lord. And 
© they ſaid unto Moſes, becauſe there 
© were no graves in Egyp t, haſt thou 
© taken us away to die in the wilderneſs? 
© Wherefore haſt thou dealt thus with 
dus, to carry us forth>out of Egypt? 
Is not this the word that we did tell 
© thee in Egypt, ſaying, let us alone, 
< that we may ſerve the Egyptians? For 
it had been better for us to ſerve the 
* Egyptians, than that we ſhould die in 
the wilderneſs,” Matth. viii. 25, 26, 
And his diſciples eame to him and 4 
| © woke him, ſaying, Lord ſave us, we. 

© periſh. Ang he faith unto them, why 
are ye feartul, O ye of little faith 1 
Then he aroſe, and band the winds. | 
* and the ſea, and there was a great 
calm; and xiv. 30, 31. But WES” 
he ſaw the wind boiſterous, he was 
afraid; and beginning to ſink, he 
cried, ſaying, Lord fave :me. And 
immediately Jeſus ſtretched forth his 
1 Hand, * caught — ſaid unto 
him 


—— — 


© him, O Ks [de La wherefore 
didſt thou doubt?” (F.) Apprehenſi- 
ons of God's denying his prayers, Pſal. 
xX11.-1, 2. My God, my God, why 
© haſt KEY ee ae me ? why art thou 
* ſo far from helping me, and from the 
words of my roaring? O my God, I 

* cry in the day time, but thou heareſt 
not; and in- the ni ght ſeaſon, and am 
not ſilent.“ (G.) The afflicting hand 
of God Hike fore on his ſoul ; Pſalm 
exvi. 10. 11. I believed, therefore 
* have 1 ſpoken; ; I was greatly affficted. 
* I ſaid in my haſte, all men are liars-- 
Lam 3, 17, 18; And theu haſt remov- | 

* ed my foul lar off from peace: I for- 

* gat proſperity. And I ſaid, my .v 
ſtrength and my hope is perihed 6 0 | 


© from the Lord.“ (7. Miſtaken ap- 
prehenſions and weakneſs of judgment: 
Math xiv. 26. And when the Giſ- 

* ciples ſaw him walking on the ſea, 
© they were troubled, $2, faid it is @ 
* ſpirit z; and theyreried out far feari 
$ Mark vi. 49,505 But when they ſaw 
him e = the ſeas. * ſup- 
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2 it had been a ſpirit, and cried 

: (For they all ſaw him, and were 

Z eu And immediately he talk- 


© with them, and ſaith unto them, be 


of good cheer, it is I: be not afraid; 
© Luke xxiv. 37: But they were terri- 
* fied and affrighted, and ſuppoſed that 
they had ſeen a ſpirit.” (8. Relapſ- 


es or re-inſnarements into former fins; 


© and gladneſs: that the bones which 
© thou haſt broken may rejoice. Reſtore 
© unto me the joy of thy ſalvation: and 
© uphold me with thy free ſpirit.” (9.) 
The littleneſs or {malneſs of faith 4 
Matth xiv: 30; But when he ſaw the 


_ © wind boilterous, he was afraid; and 


beginning to fink, he cried, ſaying, 
© Lord fave me; Mark ix. 24; And 
© ſtraightway, the father of the child 
© cried out, and ſaid with tears, Lord, 
© | believe; belp thou mine uubelief. * 
(40.) A poring on, or ſtudying too 


much the life of ſenſe; Luke i: 18, 19 


2&: And Zacharias ſaid unto the Angel, 
e al. 1 know this ? for I am - 
Av | | 0 


"RE n 

old man, & my wife well ſtricbenlin ear 
Aud the angel anſwering 7 ud unto him, 
Jam Gabriel that ſtand in the preſence 
of God: and am ſent to ſpeak uuto thee, 
and to ſhew thee theſe glad tidings, ind 
behold thou ſhalt be dumb, and not able 
to ſpeak, until the day that theſe things 
ſhall be performed, 2 thou belie vgſt 
not my words, which ſhall be fulfilled 
in ther feaſon. John xx. 5. And be 
looping down, and looking in, ſaw the 


ö 
F 
' 
J 
ö 
- 
ien clothes Hing; ; yet went Fo not in. 
) 
ö 


(rr. A want ot the true underſtand- 
ing of ſome divine myſteries, John vi. 
60. Many therefore of his diſciples, 
* when they had heard this, ſa d, this 
is an hard ſaying, who can hear it b. 
7 1 (:2.) A diftruſting of God's promiles 
1 upon human reports. Numb. xiii. 22. 
„ þ 33: * And they brought up an evil re- 
⁵wqport ofthe land which they had ſearch- 
Led, unto the children of Iſrael, ſay- 
y * ing, the land through which we have 
„gone to ſearch it, is a land that eat= 
„eth up the inhabitants thereof: and 
"3 & all the * that we ſaw in it are 
E 6 * men 


| 1 
* men of a great ſtature. And there 
ve ſaw the giants the ſons of Anak, 
* which came of the giants: and we 
« were in our own fight as graſhoppers, 
© and fo we were in their ſight; and 

* x1v. 1, 2, 3. And all the congregati- 

© on lifted up their voice, and cried ; 
and the people wept that night. And 
© all the children of Iſrael murmured 
* againſt Moſes, and againſt Aaron: 
© and the whole congregation ſaid unto 
C them, would God that we had died 
in the land of Egypt, or would God 
that we had di Y in this wilderneſs, 
And wheretore hath the Lord brought 
© us unto this land, to fall by the ſword, 
that our wives and our children ſhould 
be a prey? were it not better for us 
* to return intd Egypt, &c. [Ambroſe 
Media. page 193. | 


I Now proceed to give you a few 
hints of my own experience; for altho 
you don't regard people's experience, 
yet let me tell you, that I always found 
. my own inward experience to prove 


the 


BY 

the beſt commentary unto me. For 
inſtance, why ſhould'I doubt of the 
ſenſe of ſuch paſlages of ſcripture as 
are really practical, and contain in 
them neceſſary truths ? for as Ambroſe 
ſays; ſurely every man that is ſancti- 
fied and illuniihated by the ſpirit of 
grace, will find ſomething within, an- 
ſwerable to that word without, which 
will clear up the meaning. | 


Now I know to my experience that 
I have been often in doubts and fears, 
wherefore chen ſhould I doubt the truth 
of ſuch paſſages of ſcripture, as clearly 
evincethat others have been in the ſame 
condition, I could have proved this 
doctrine that I am defending from 
icripture, without having recourſe to 
any author or divine whatſoever , but. 
that I intended to ſhew you the opini- 
on of the learned and godly concerning 
this matter; and indeed it is not only 
an opinion, but what all the godly 
feel to their experience; and let me 


tell you, that I have been taken for a' 


E 2 believer 
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believer among believers, perhaps you 
may ſay that I have deceived them, but 
let me tell you, that as maſons know 
one another by certain ſigns and words; 
& can diſcern whether a man be really a 
maſon or not; ſo the godly by a ſpiritual 
diſcerning, are capable to try the ſpirits 
- whether they be of God, becauſe many 
| 7 e prophets are gone vat into the world, 

1 John iv. 1. But you may ſay how 
do I know myſelf to be a believer? I 
anſwer, by the ſpirit of God bearing 
witneſs with my ſpirit that 1 do belong 
to God, Rom. viii. 16. I know alſo 
that T have paſſed from death to life, 
becauſe I love the brethren, 1 John iii. 
14. I have converſed with | Many of the 
godly concerning their ſpiritual expe- 
rience and union with Chriſt, and I 
have been much benefited by it, and 
it has delighted me to hear of the ſweet 
union that ſome of them had with Je- 
ſus: yet after all, I have ſurprized 
them, when I gave them an account of 
my converſion, and of the powerful 
operations of the {pixit of God upon 


"my 


53 | Li 
my ſoul; for I found that T had as 


much union and communion with the 
lovely Jeſus as many I converſed with. 
I do not repeat this out of pride or 
oſtentation, God forbid I ſhould, but 
I do it for the glory of the great God, 
and my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who out 
of love condeſcends to dwell with me 
who am a poor ſinful worm: I do it 
alſo in order to ſhew you, that after all 
theſe powerful operations of the ſpirit, 
that I have fallen into doubts and fears; 
for if I ſhould ſay, that I had never 
any doubts or fears about my ſalvation 
ſince I believed, I ſhould be a liar, and 
the truth would not be in me, 


Wu I converſed with the godly 


about doubts and fears I had been i into, 


at different periods of my life, they 


told me that they had been often in 
the ſame condition themſelves; ſo we 
all agreed in this, that we had been of. 
ten in doubts and fears about our ſale 
vation ; and that not only when we 
ba! killen into the commiſſion of fin 
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but even in the midſt of ordinances, 
and when we were behaving as well as 
poſſibly we could, for when the {pirit 
had left us we began to fear we were 
not belonging to God, for we enjoyed 
no pleaſure in the ordinances, &c ; and 
we have even come that length, ſo as 
to pals che ſentence of condemnation 
upon ourſelves, But when it pleaſed 
God to ſend the comforter into our 
hearts, all theſe doubts and fears were 
removed from us, we then found plea- 
ſure in the ordinances and found our 
hearts burning with love to Jeſus, we 
put our whole truſt in God, and laid 
101d of the promiſes, Qc. 


Nxxx let me cell you, that I was 
converted before I was twelve years of 
age, the particulars of which would be 
too tedious to relate here; for I was 
made as ſure of my eternal ſalvation, 

as I was ſure I was living. But ſome- 
time thereafter, I had ſome doubts and 
fears concerning my ſalvation ; and 
particularly in a few years thereafter, 
when 


pdt wad 1 ww 


oF 


when in the vigour of youth, I fell 


into the commiſſion'of great fins, which 
made me not only doubt if I belonged 
to God, but made me think that my 
converſion was but a deluſion, and that 
certainly was a child of Satan, other- 
wile I could not commit ſuch fins. tc. 
However it pleaſed God in his own 


good time to grant me peace of conſci- 


ence, after IJ had been a long time in 


deſpair. Jou ſay that the doctrine of 
doubts and fears is nothing but a cun= 


ningly deviſed fable of men, Cc; but 
let me tell you, that at that time I was 
very ignorant of the principles of the 


church of Scotland, for I experienced 


the truth of a Chailtion being in doubts 
and fears, before ever I converſed with 


the godly, or heard any miniſter ſay 


any thing about it to my knowledge, 


I enjoyed much ſweet union with Jeſus - 


for a long time after this, but yet how 
J was not always of quiet mind, the 
following ſtory will evidence; parti- 

cularly when I inform you that about 
two years 480, I was not only in core 
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and fears, but I was even tempted to 
atheiſm and unbelief, for I doubted if 
ever there was ſuch a divine perſon as 
the Lord Jeſus upon earth; and I even 
doubted the truth of the New Teſta« 
ment's account ef him, &c, I knewin 
my own mind that this was a tempta- 
tion of Satan, but what did that ſignify 
when I had not power to overcome 
the temptation. So here was not on- 


ly doubts and fears about my ſalvati- 


on, but in a manner throwing away 
my ſal vation, and in beheving Satan 
rather than God; ſo here was unbelief 
to the higheſt pitch under heaven; and 
J was in this miſerable condition for 
ſome weeks. But one ſabbath evening, 
in reading the 25 cap B. 3. of Calvin's 


In. concerning the reſurrectionof Chriſt 


from the dead; Calvin ſays that fine 
noſed men -will laugh at the hiſtory 
which the Evangeliſts rehearſe, as at 
a childiſh mockery. For of what im- 


portance ſhall the meſſage be which 


fearful filly women bring, and after- 
ward the diſciples confirm, being in a 


manner 
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manner * Wy did not 
Chriſt ſet up the triumphing eni1gns of 
his victory in the midſt of the temple, 
and the market, place? Why came he 
not forth terrible into the ſight of Pi- 
late? fc, But as Calvin ſays, the diſ- 
ciples ſaw him oftener than once, and 
allo felt his feet and his hands, c. 
And not only this ſight was ſhewed to 
the eleven Apoſtles, 8 alſo he was 
ſeen at once of more than five hund- 
red brethren, 1 Cor. xv. 6. Now 
when he ſent the Holy Ghoſt, he ſhew-. 
ed a ſure proof not only of life, but 
allo of the ſovereign power, As he 
had ſaid before, it is profitable for you 
that I go, otherwiſe the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall not come, John xvi. To diſ- 
credit ſo many authentic witneſſes, is 
not only a part of diſtruſtfulneſs, but 
alſo of froward and. furious ſtubbhorn- 
nels, &c. In reading theſe words, now 
when he ſent the Holy Ghoſt he thew- 6 
ed a ſure proof not only of life, but allo | 
of the ſovereign power, &c.; I was | 
truck with ſuch a divine impulſe, of 
the 
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the truth of the e being come, 
which the godly knew and enjoyed 
his preſence to their ſweet comfort ; 
and | knowing myſelf, that I had en- 
joyed the preſence of the bleſſed Com- 
forter, times without number; and I 
was anſwered from within, and he is 
within you now teſtifying to your ſpi- 
rit, that this ſame Jeſus was upon earth 
and died for you, and why will you 
doubt more, &c. 


THEN was Satan and all his temp- 
tations overcome, and beat off by this 
bleſſed Comforter, and all doubts were 
removed, and I believed on. the Lord 
ö FJeſus from the very heart and ſoul. Then 
ö did that bleſſed paſſage of ſeripture come 
0 into my mind, Believe on the Lord Fe- 
b ſus Chrift and thou /halt be ſaved, Acts 
; xvi. 31. I found that I aid believe on 
Feſus from the very heart and ſoul, and 
; conſequently I was ſure to be ſaved, 
! and accordingly laid hold on the pro- 
miles. Indeed 1 wiſhed that God would 
take me out of the world that fame # 

night, 


) 


night, for I had fuller aſſurance that 
night, than ever l had before. But 
what do you think 1 meant by wiſhing 
to die that night? even this, at / 
might be with Feſus, where fin ſhould 
no more have dominion over me. For I 
knew that if I was ſpared to live, that 
Satan would ſtill be plaguing me with 
temptations, and no doubt but ſome 
time or other he might gain ſome ad- 
vantage of me, and cenſequently it 
would ſhake my faith, and cauſe me 
to fall into freſh doubts and fears, Fc. 
I have given you ſome {mall account 
of the operations of the ſpirit upon me 
that night; but, had 1 the tongue of 
men and angels, I could not tell you all 
that happened that night, for words 
cannot expreſs it. I enjoyed much 
ſweet union and communion with the 


lovely Jeſus after that; but even ſince 


that time l have been in grievous doubts 
and fears, but God delivered me out 
of them. 


Bor the time would fail me to e- 
| numerate 
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Lord will ſtand by me in the hour of 


- and | hope he will hear me for the ſake 


one of your arguments, which you 


way of thinking after they have fallen 


time again, they then have confidence 


60 ; 
numerate all the different encounters 
that I have had with the devil, the 
world and the fleſh ; and the goodneſs 
of God on the other hand, in ſending 
his ſpirit into my heart, to overcome 
Satan and his temptations. But i know 
this, that while lam in the world, 1 
muſt lay my account with a continual 
ſtruggling and ſtriving, betwixtthe ſeed 
of the woman and the ſeed of the ſer- 
pent : but my requeſt is, that the good 


_—_ a wat oa 


death, and arm me for my laſt brunt, 
of Jeſus who died for me 
I am now going to take notice of 


think is a great bulwark againſt this 
doctrine. You ſay that people of my 


into the commiſſion of evil, they then 
begin to doubt and fear, but that af- 
ter they have behaved well for ſome 


in God, and that they * no recourſe 
T0 


„ 
to the blood of Chriſt in this reſpect, 
but to their own works: and I grant 
that if it were ſo as you ſay, that they 
would have no recourſe to the blood 
of Chriſt : but, whoever pleaded that 
his confidence proceeded from his own 
works ? No beliver I am ſure. One 
may eaſily run down the beſt argu- 
ment in the world, if he takes the li- 
berty to propoſe the arguments he de- 
ſigns to encounter, in ſuch a manner 


as they may be moſt eaſily anſwer- 


ed; but this is not fair, for a man 


ſhould put down the arguments in his 


opponents own words, That a believ- 
er after he has fallen into the commiſſion 
of evil begins to doubt and fear, I own, 


for I am not fond of that faith that is 


not ſhaken by an unſteady walking 
but that he has confidence in God afe 


ter behaving better, I deny; for I have 


ſhewn you already, that a believer may 
behave well and attend the ordinances, 
and yet reap no benefit by them ; 16 
you ſee that this argument 1s of no 
weight. But I will tell you what a 

| F believer's 
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( 62 ) 
behever's confidence proceeds from, it 
proceeds from the ſpirit's confirming 
the pardon of his ſins, and teſtifying to 
his ſpirit that God 1s reconciled with 
him for Chriſt's ſake. It ſeems very 
odd to me, that men wall take upon 
them to preach againſt a doctrine vhich 
the godly feel to be true to their ex- 
perience in different periods of their 
life; for your doctrine may do a deal 
of harm, not to mention the harm that 
it has done already ; for I doubt not, 
that if ſome weak believer was to hear 
you preach againſt this doctrine of 
doubts and fears, but that it might 
harm him ; for in place of aboliſhing 
doubts and fears, your doctrine rather 


increaſes them: for you ſaying that 


no believer ever did or could doubt of 
his ſalvation, and at the ſame time the 
weak believer knowing in his own 
mind, that he had been in doubts and 
fears ſeveral times, it is ten to one but 
he would conclude, that he was not a 
real believer, otherwiſe he could not 
have doubted of his ſalvation, and this 

thought 
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thought might put him almoſt to diſ- 


traction, and, till ſuch time as the ſpi- 
rit of God confirmed his intereſt lin 
Chriſt, his caſe would be truly lament- 
able; but if an experienced ſoldier in 
Chriſt's ſervice was to hear you, he 
would laugh at your ſubtilty; for he 
would know that you might as well 
ſay, that he could not have a ſoul in 


his body, as to ſay that he could not 


have doubts and tears, | 


Bor I think 1 hear you ſaying, that 
Perfect love cafteth out fear; and 1 
know experimentally that it does caſt 


out fear; for when I have had his 


glorious preſence with me, I have been 
ſo ſweetly allured with love to God 
and his commandments, that I did not 
fear him from a {laviſh fear, but fear- 


ed him as a child feareth his father, 


for I knew that he would do me no 
harm, and that if he did chaſtiſe me it 
would be for my good, even as a father 


correcteth and chaſtiſeth his own ſon ; 
butwhen clouds has come between my - 


þ © Ho father 
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father and me, the caſe was altered, as 
you may ſee by what | have ſaid above; 
for it is a miſtake to ſay that a believ- 
er has always perfect love, for he that 
at one time can appeal to his Saviour 
and ſay, Lord, thou knoweſt all things; 
thou knoweſt that I leve tber. Though 
all men ſhall be offended becauſe of thee, 


yet will I never be offended. Though J 
ſhould die with thee, yet will I not deny 


thee, At another time he may deny 
his maſter with an oath, and curſe and 
{wear ; this is on record, to teach the 
godly, Not to be high minded, but fear; 


Let he that flandeth take beed left he 
fall. Hitherto I have been taking no- 


tice, what harm your doctrine may 
do on the one hand, let us now ſce 
what harm it may do on the other 
hand; it may cauſe people to quench. 
all dowbts and fears, that may ariſe con- 


cerning whether they be in the faith 
or not, and cauſe them to think they 


are in the faith, when they really are 
not; and it may lead them into a kind 
of preſumpriv e, ſo as they 


may 


* 


fo. And that many of them. believed. 


. 
may call peace peace, when there is 


no peace, c. In ſhort, the more a 
perſon looks into your doctrine, the 
worſe he muſt like it. You try to hide 
your venom under the name of Bere- 
ans, but what right you have to that 4 
name I know not, for we are told, As 
xvii. 11, 12. That thoſe of Berea were' ». © 
more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonica, 5 7 | 
in that they received the word with al! 
readineſs of mind, and fearched the ſcrip- 5 
tures daily, whether theſe things ue re . 


Hence we may be aſſured that they 
had right notions of ſcripture : ans. - A 
ſure am I that if theſe Bereans were | 
alive now, they would confeſs that + 
they had experienced their good and 1 
bad days, the preſence of God, and FEI 

- 


* 


the abſence of God, aſſurance of God 3 
love at one time, doubts and fears 968 
another, as well as other ſaints. Ihe "4 F* { 
Almighty has various ways of dealing . #3 p 
with his people, ſome do walk much 
in the light of God's countenance, - _ 


thers are all their days kept in bondage 
83 thro? 


66 

through fear of death, Heb. ii. 1 * 
You muſt excuſe me for making fo 
free with you, as to tell you, that J 
think your proper name would be. 
Anti-Bereans ; for you ſeem rather to 
be againſt | thoſe that ſearch the ſcrip- 

| tures, than with them. But let us ſee 
what Ifaiah faith, If. I. 10. Who is 
among you that feareth the Lord, that 
obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that 
walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light? 
let him truſt in the name of the Lord, 
and ſtay upon his God.“ You fee here 
is the character of the perſon deſcribed, 
he fears the Lord, yet he is walking 
in darkneſs and hath no light. - But 
it is needleſs for me to ſay any more 
upon the ſubject, for this piece is got 
larger on my hand than | at firſt in- 
l and you may fee that I have 
taken but a few teſtimonies of ſcripture, 
out of many that freely offer themfelves: 


and I really think that if you have not. 
E ory ſhut your eyes againſt the 


truth, you muſt be convinced of the 


. truth of this doctrine that I have been 


2 


.. 
L 
. 
4 


(& ). 


defending. For I think I have ſuffi- 


ciently proved from ſcripture, experi- 
ence and reaſoning, that true believers 
have at times doubted of their ſalvati- 
on ; and it remains now that you prove- 
to the contrary. Shew me from ſcrip- 
ture, that there never was a believer 
from the creation of the world to this 
preſent time, that ever had the leaſt 
doubt of his ſalvation, but wasconſtant- 
ly aſſured of his eternal ſalvation, even 
when he had fallen intothe commiſſion 
of great ſins ; ſhew me this from ſcrip- 
ture, and I will give up all that I have 
ſaid. But for as much as you ex- 
claim againſt the church, yet I think 
that it will be my wiſdom to continue 
by the church of Scotland, till ſuck 
time as I ſhall find a better, 


Ir you or any that ſhall ſee this ſmall . 
treatiſe, ſhall fancy that I have wrote 
theſe few hints of my experience, out 
of mere oſtentation and vanity, I ſhalt .: 
only lay, that ſuch perſons are very 
little acquainted with either my incli- 


nations 2 


8 
* 


% 
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nations or n However, ſeeing 
J have been long ago ſenſible, that it 
18 as impoſſible tor any man to ſtop all 
men's mouths, as it is for him to ſatis- 
fy & convince all men's judgments; ſo 
8 ever [ attempted to write upon re- 
ligious ſubjects, I have firmly reſolved 
(eſpecially being conſcious of my own 
ſincerity and innocence,) to ſtand proof 
againſt all ſuch cenſorious and cavilling 
allaylts whatſoever ; for I aſſure you, 
that whatever you may think of this 
performance, that it was wrote from 
the heart, andswith a good intent; 


and God grant that you may be bene- 
fited by it, for Chg TY: 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


OME people has told me, that I ſhould 
not have mentioned any thing concerning 
my experience; for that they had known ſe- 
veral people that had wrote their experience, 
that afterwards led but very indifferent liyes. 
Indeed I am conſcious of my own weakneſs 
and infirmities, the many temptations I may 
meet with from the Devil, the world and the 
fleſh 3 nay what did I ſay, all the armies in 
hell are up in arms againſt me, whenever I ſet 
my face heavenward. But regardleſs of all the 
enemies of my ſoul, and in hope that God's 
preſence will be with me, and keep me from: 
ever being a ſcandal to religion, I have not on- 
ly ventured to write a few hints of my experi- 
ence, but I intend to be that ventorious, as to 
write at large what God has done for my ſoul, 
from the earlieſt period of my life that I can re- 
member, to the preſent time : wherein I in- 
tend to take notice of the moſt remarkable pro- 
vidence of God towards me, both ſpiritual and 
temporal; together with all the arguments I 
have had with Papiſts, Arians, Socinians or 
Unitarians, Arminians or Methodiſts, Quakers, ' - 
Bereans, &c. The arguments on both ſides 
will be fairly ſtated; for I have not knowingly . 
evaded the ſtrength of any argument that ever 


was brought againſt me, to my knowledge. I 
mean alſo to give a brief deſcription of the four 
religions in the world; together with the te- 
nets of a number of different ſectaries in religi- 
on. And as there are a ſet of men amongſt us, 
that deny the Trinity, the Divinity of Chriſt, 
Sc. I mean to prove the Trinity, the Divinity 
of Chriſt, Predeſtination, the perſeverance of 
the ſaints, and a number of other precious 
truths from ſcripture, and ſound reaſoning, 
too tedious to mention here. I mean alſo to 
affix a ſmall Gloſſary at the end, to give an 
explanation of all the obſcure words that may 
occur in the work, in order that every one 
may underſtand them. 


Tux whole of this work will be contained 
in twelve Numbers, and will be delivered to 
Subſcribers, at Sixpence each Number: The 
work will be put to the preſs as ſoon as a com- 
petent number of fublcriptions are obtained. 
This work although wrote by an unworthy per- 

_ ſon, yet I hope it will be of ſervice to the 
church of Chriſt, as well as to conyince world- 
lings that there is a an. bs in n, although 


